
Editor ’s Corner  
 The premier issue of the Capital Digest, the Capital District Division Newsletter was well received. We 
received some constructive comments which are being acted upon in this issue. The Capital Digest will 
continue to evolve as we go forward promoting Columbianism. 
 Articles for the newsletter should be sent using Microsoft Word Times New Roman Font size 12. 
Pictures are welcome but they must be clear, unretouched and included in the e-mail using jpeg format, do not 
superimpose the caption on the picture.  

If you are sending your article by mail, please type or print the article clearly and send any pictures on a 
CD, wherever you get your pictures developed will provide the CD for a slight extra fee. 

All people in the picture should be clearly identified from the left to right, do not assume that I will 
recognize anyone in the picture. 
 We will continue to be a conduit to the public media; both print and broadcast, so that our brothers and 
sisters will see the Knights of Columbus as an active, vital, energetic organization which is making our 
communities better places in which to live, work and worship. 

Are you doing anything that you are proud of and want others to know about send it to me and I will let 
the public know about your efforts? 

GK 
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CHAIRMAN’S CORNER 
Warren Delp 

As this is being written, we are 
approaching the end of the first half of the 
Columbian year. For those of us elected as 
officers in our Councils, we are also completing 
the first half of our terms. It is a good time for a 
review - to reflect on what we have done and 
what we would like to accomplish during the 
next six months. 

As always, the recruitment of new 
members is extremely important and can only be 
done effectively at the local level. Where does 
my Council stand with respect to its recruitment 
goals? Have we had our recruitment drive for 
this year? And, the single most important 
element in member recruitment - have I asked a 
friend, relative, acquaintance or colleague who I 
know to be a practical Catholic gentleman to join 
our order? 

What have I done and what can I do to 
further charity, patriotism, family and the 
evangelization of our faith? The Knights have 
many programs to further these worthy goals. 
Hopefully, I voted, and participated in the C & B 
campaign. But there is still so much to be done 
before July 1. Among those things certainly 
deserving of the support and attention of all of 
us are the Prayer Rally, the Bishop’s Burse and 
the State Convention. 
 

From Mike Gilligan Treasurer  
As the Division has done for the past few 

years, we are once again going to be participating in 
the Center for the Disabled’s telethon in January. We 
have been able to increase our donation every year 
and the public is made aware of the many charitable 
community activities that we participate in every day. 
The publicity generated for the Knights of Columbus 
by the time spent on camera before the entire region 
is only surpassed by the help that this money will 
provide to those in need of the Center’s services. 

A letter was sent to each Grand Knight and 
Faithful Navigator asking for their help in this worthy 
cause. All donations should be made via check made 
payable to the Center for the Disabled and sent to the 
Division Treasurer: Mike Gilligan, 17 Aavelord 
Blvd. Troy, New York 12180. These checks will then 
be presented together at the telethon as a single 
donation. This will make a greater impact for all the 
councils and assemblies of our division, while it 
benefits those receiving the services from the Center. 

“ ARE WE REALLY GROWING?”  

The leadership of every organization on the 
planet is aware of the importance of growth, and the 
keys to that end are recruitment of new members and 
keeping the present ones.  

Holding that thought, from July 1 until 
October 31, Capital Division has gained 110 new 
members, which is a very good number for that 
length of time. However, during the same period, 
nearly 40 members have been sent notices of intent to 
suspend. Nearly 40% of the gain could be erased, and 
possibly more! 
 This is a terrific burden to shift to all the 
industrious, dedicated councils that are earnestly 
supporting the membership effort. However, what 
will be, will be and we are confident that in the 
remaining months left in this Columbian year, 
Capital Division will make a concerted drive to grow. 
 Councils that need help with recruiting or 
retention are urged to consult with their respective 
District Deputies, who have a wealth of information 
and are most anxious to oversee successful councils. 
This is especially important if the councils that are in 
the fore in the membership program attend district 
meetings and share their “secrets to success” . 
Everyone benefits from networking this way. 
 Best wishes for a happy, holy and peaceful 
Christmas to all the leaders of Capital Division and 
their loved ones. May the New Year bring forth a 
renewed sense of duty and zeal to bring the Capital 
Division recognition for outstanding growth! We 
have the talent…let’s put it to work! 
Fred Hill, Membership Coordinator 518-674-8181 

 

Knights’  Days to Remember 
 

Pro-L ife Mass 10:30 a.m. January 21 St. Patrick’s 
Cathedral  
 

Center  for  Disabled Telethon Sunday, January 28 
on the Fox network. Watch as the Division presents 
the total amount donated by the councils, then call in 
and make a personal contribution, too!  
 

Free Throw Capital Division Contest Saturday, 
March 3, Noon at Catholic Central High School, 116 
St. & 7 Ave., Troy Contact Richard Scheffer 518-
235-9372. 
 

Third Degree Sunday March 11 at Saratoga Council 
246. Contact Ricardo Lucchetti Degree Captain for 
more information. 
 

Bishop©s Burse will be held on Saturday Apr il 28 at 
the Cohoes Council. As usual, the cocktail hour will 
start at 6:30 while the dinner starts at 7:30. 



Aur iesville Pilgr image 2006 
by Jim Byron 

 
 

The 68th Anniversary of the New York State 
Knights of Columbus Pilgrimage to The Shrine of the 
North American Martyrs at Auriesville was observed 
on Saturday, September 23, 2006. Grey and 
threatening skies in the morning cast a pall on the day 
and contributed to the lower than expected turn out. 
Nevertheless over two hundred Knights, 
Columbiettes and family members participated. Our 
dedicated Brother Knights from Oneonta, Sidney, 
Broadalbin, Watervliet, and Worcester pitched in to 
provide the same excellent chicken dinner as in the 
past.  

Patrick Murray and several of his field Agents 
assisted with the registration and distribution of 
fraternal information.  

Wet ground and safety concerns prevented us 
from walking the outdoor Way of the Cross to the 
Hill of Prayer. Stations of the Cross were held in the 
Coliseum where an honor guard of Fourth Degree 
Color Corps escorted pilgrims led by four young men 
from Isaac Jogues House, Michael Taylor, Daniel 
Quinn, Jay Atherton, and Matt Castiglione. The 
recitation of the Rosary with the entire group 
assembled in the Coliseum was a poignant moment.  

Thanks to Rev. Owen Shanley, Ricardo 
Lucchetti, Jane Castellazzi, Marlene Harris, Pat 
Connors, Micki Magee, and the Color Corps, 
Benediction followed. Our State Officers arrived to 
join us as Bishop Hubbard celebrated Mass and 
Father James Walsh delivered the homily reminding 
us all of the merits of service ministry. 

 

From Tony Zibella Vocations Chairman 
 Although my report (below) for the semi-
annual meeting held on October 15, at Latham 
Council showed that out of the 13 seminarians in the 
Albany Division, 6 were supported, this is a good 
report but it is not the true picture because I know 

that more seminarians were supported but the paper 
work was not forwarded to me. Without the 
paperwork I cannot relay an accurate figure to the 
rest of the Councils in the Division and you cannot 
get the recognition that you deserve for your 
participation in this most worthy program. 
 As you know due to the fact that there are not 
enough priests to go around some of our churches are 
being closed and that is not good! By supporting a 
seminarian we may able to change that. 
 Please do what you can to help turn this 
around and keep up the good works and send me a 
copy of the form that you send to New Haven. 

Thanks for your support, 
Tony Zibella, 10 Michael Court, Hudson NY 12534 

Phone & Fax 518-828-5082  
E-Mail TonyZ@localnet.com 

 

Vocations Report for 10/15/06 
13 Seminarians in the Division, 6 received support 
from 5 Councils and 1 Assembly, totaling $5,609.85 
Mike Cambi 2000, Latham 1500, Guilderland 500; 
Dennis Hula 609.85, Oneonta; 
Tim Naples 500, JFK Assembly Oneonta; 
Dan Ryan 1500, Guilderland 500, Kinderhook 500, 
Stamford 500;  
Mike Taylor 500, Stamford;  
Quo Vo 500, Guilderland.  

 

Council Activities 
Latham Colonie Council 3394 showed it support for 
life during the Thanksgiving and Christmas holidays. 
Members of the council purchased food, baby 
clothing and supplies. Several members delivered a 
total of 40 baskets of food and baby clothing to 
Community Maternity Services, an agency of the 
Diocese of Albany. 
 

St. Francis of Assisi Council 8846 for the twentieth 
consecutive year in cooperation with the Northville 
and Edinburg School Districts conducted their 
Christmas Joy through Christmas Gifts Program. 
 Every year the council delivers gifts donated 
by High School students and Community members to 
all the siblings in needy families. 
 This year St. Francis Knights drove over 60 
miles delivering gifts to more than 35 families in the 
10 communities that St. Francis of Assisi Council 
8846 encompasses. 

 
 
 



Chapel Project 
Submitted by Jim Byron 

 
 

Auriesville is a National Shrine which was 
dedicated to the North American Martyrs on the 
Feast of the Assumption in 1885. Records indicate 
that event included blessing of the little oratory. 
Today this oratory is described as the first chapel and 
is located further uphill than its original site at the 
brow of the hill overlooking the Mohawk Valley.  

Age has not been kind to this treasured 
artifact and much work is needed to restore its former 
grandeur. At the Capital Division fall meeting on 
October 15, 2006 Brothers Ron Ratchford and Walter 
Elinski from Schenectady Council 201 brought its 
condition to the attention of the entire assemblage 
and challenged the Knights to participate in efforts to 
restore the Chapel.  

Our Board of Officers has taken this 
suggestion to heart and through this newsletter seeks 
assistance in quantifying the potential costs so as to 
establish a goal prior to any outreach to the Councils 
and Assemblies of our Division for donations.  

Our State Deputy has indicated the possibility 
of support from the State Council. Shrine Director 
Father Peter Murray, SJ welcomes our possible 
assistance and relates that the Shrine already has a 
rough quotation for repairs that is over twenty 
thousand dollars. 

Restoration and repair options are both open. 
It is recognized that their respective costs will vary 
considerably based on the details of the work and 
required skills. The present condition of the Chapel 
demands quick action and may favor a repair solution 
that retains its visual and religious features. We have 
a unique opportunity to assist in preserving a piece of 
history integral to this Sacred Shrine.  

The Capital District Division is looking for 
pro-bono advice from qualified professionals who are 

experienced in this type of restoration. S/K Jim 
Byron, Auriesville Pilgrimage Coordinator, and an 
engineer familiar with similar contract work, will 
coordinate our efforts. Anyone interested in assisting 
and having the requisite background is asked to 
contact Jim at (518)438-3290 or mail your offer to 
him at 12 Freeman Road Albany, NY 12208 

 

Capital Distr ict Columbiettes 
Submitted by Jim Byron 

 
 

Congratulations to the recently installed 
officers of the Capital District Chapter Columbiettes. 
These dedicated ladies were installed by State 
Columbiette President Micki Magee and State Vice 
president Donna Byron at a ceremony held 
September 24, 2006 in Latham Colonie Council 
3394. 
 

President, Linda Lanthier, Latham-Colonie 3394 
Past President, Patricia Morreale, Schenectady 201 

Vice President , Linda Cotch,  Cohoes 192 
Secretary, Patricia Moreton, Coxsackie 548 

Financial Secretary, Gail Sheffer, Waterford 237 
Treasurer, Josie Popson, Troy 176 

Sentinel, Elizabeth Jaquinto, Albany 173 
District Deputy, Evelyn Dufresne, Cohoes 192 
District Deputy, Geri Mahon, Rotterdam 5703 
District Deputy, Gail Sheffer, Waterford 237 

District Deputy, Kathy Majer, Latham-Colonie 3394 

 

Stratton VA Hospital 
Submitted by Jim Byron 

 

Fourth Degree Assemblies and Councils 
throughout the Capital division have long supported 
the programs for veterans at the Stratton VA 
Hospital. Today’s need is even greater. Budget cuts 
at all levels have decimated the support of every 
Chaplin service at the hospital.  

Our Catholic Chaplin Office at Stratton very 
much needs monetary support. Albany Council 173 
recently held a memorial mass for deceased Knights, 



Columbiettes, and all Veterans. This service included 
a dinner from which the ticket proceeds amounting to 
$400 were donated to the Catholic Chaplin’s Office. 
This gift helped fill the budget shortfall but the need 
continues. 

 

Council 173 Endowment Fund Established 
Submitted by Jim Byron 

 
 

Albany Council 173 has established an 
endowment program that will benefit Catholic 
Education in Albany and the Vocation program in the 
Albany Diocese. On October 24th they made an initial 
deposit of Sixty five thousand five hundred dollars 
($65,500) with the Foundation of the Albany 
Catholic Diocese which will earn interest and provide 
the means to underwrite scholarships to Bishop 
Maginn High School and give financial support to 
The Albany Diocese Office of Vocational Services, 
our young men in the discernment and seminarian 
program. Plans are to establish a similar endowment 
for higher education at a Catholic institution.  

The Endowment fund will grow over time 
from additional contributions and earned interest. 
Albany Council has been a strong supporter of 
Catholic Education for many years and has made 
substantial gifts to Catholic Elementary Schools in 
the City of Albany. This history of generosity as well 
as the recently created endowment program has 
gained gratitude and recognition from the Diocese. 
On Sunday November 19, 2006 at St. Clements 
Church in Saratoga Springs, during a liturgy 
celebrating Catholic Schools, Bishop Howard 
Hubbard presented Albany Council 173 with the 
prestigious Father John Newman Award. 

 

Catholic Advocacy / Prayer  Rally 
Coordinator  Gerard K illoran 

 

 Supreme Knight Carl A. Anderson, 
announced at the Nov. 17-19 leadership meeting held 
in Atlanta, that beginning in 2007, recruitment 
programs, and degrees will be tied to the “ In 

Solidarity with our Priests”  theme to strengthen 
further the Order’s ties to parish life and to K of C 
Chaplains and Pastors. 
 In his remarks to the State Deputies and their 
wives at the meeting Supreme Chaplain William E. 
Lori said, “Knights can play a roll in bringing 
Catholics back to the Church through the example 
they set by their own lives.”  He asked that Knights be 
“ relentless in love in reaching out to priests and 
showing them friendship and support.”   
 Speaking as a bishop and as a priest, Bishop 
Lori said, there was nothing priests want more from 
their parishioners than “day to day encouragement.”  
 The above excerpts from the November 20 
Knightline ties into our request that all our chaplains, 
pastors, and priests in the Albany Diocese be invited 
to be an active part of Prayer Rally 2007. We will be 
sending each priest in the diocese during the first 
week in February, a letter inviting him to support our 
efforts to bring Catholic concerns to the attention of 
our Legislature. 
 I ask that each Knight reading this, personally 
invite every priest they know, Chaplain, Pastor, 
Associate, active or retired to come with you to the 
Capitol Steps on Tuesday, April 24.  
 Supreme Director, Bob Fallon is known for 
saying “ If not now, when!”  April 24 is the time for 
the Capital District Division Knights, our families, 
friends and priests to come together on a day of 
public prayer and lobbying for our rights as citizens 
of New York State. 
 We will need help with registration, logistics 
and lobbying, are you willing? Contact Gerard 
Killoran, 518-863-8246 or gerard546@logical.net 
Fourth Degree Color Corp members who are able to 
turn out in regalia should contact Ray Dozois 518-
663-5648 

 

For  the Good of the Order  
 

 Former Chairman of the E-board, Fred 
Fletcher , has recently moved to Room 352, 
Northwoods at Hilltop, 1805 Providence Avenue, 
Niskayuna NY 12309. His telephone number is 518-
372-2731. Monday Wednesday and Friday, he goes 
out for dialysis. He would love to hear from his 
brother knights, in person or by telephone at any 
other time. 

 
 



Website 
The Capital District Division has a new web site, 
www.kofccapital.org. The Webmaster is Don 
Geoffroy, FS of Council 3357 in Guilderland. His E-
mail address is dngeoffroy@verizon.net.  

The purpose of the site is to facilitate the 
communication of information in the Division. The 
Home page, titled, "Knights in Action" will be used 
to highlight projects and events conducted by the 
Knights in the Division. Councils are encouraged to 
send photos and news clips to the Webmaster for 
posting on the web site.  

Subsequent pages contain Council, Assembly 
and the Schedule of Degrees. To be useful this 
information needs to be kept current. When there is a 
change in the information, it should be promptly sent 
to the Webmaster.  

The web site is a work in progress. A 
committee, consisting of Gerard Killoran, Rick 
Lucchetti, Ed Kennedy and Ray Dozois has been 
appointed to work with the Webmaster and we all 
welcome suggestions on how the web site could be 
improved. Your suggestions can be sent to Gerard 
Killoran, the Newsletter Editor or to Don Geoffroy. 

 
 

 
 

Photo submitted by Tony Nardacci 
 

"Keep Christ in Christmas" Billboard.  
Located across from Rensselaer High School 

on Broadway. 
 
 

This space is waiting for your information 
that you want to share with your brothers 

and the public. 
Please send it so I can include it. 

GK 
 
 

 
 

Photo Provided by Ricardo Lucchetti 
 

First Capital Distr ict Division  
New York State Soccer  Champions 

The winners from Niskayuna are Alyssa Pyle and 
Brandon Pollack with SD Anthony Preziosi and the 
Military Vicar for the Armed Services. 

 

 
 

Photo Provided by Ricardo Lucchetti 

Fourth Degree Class of 2006 
 

 
 

Photo submitted by Gerard Killoran 
 

FDD Gerard Killoran congratulates Fr. Dominic after 
GK John Killoran presented him with a $450 check at 
St. Francis of Assisi Council 8846 Twenty Second 
Anniversary Party, to be used at St. Mary’s hospital 
in Ghana West Africa where Fr. Dominic is 
Administrator. Fr. Dominic recently joined the 
Knights while visiting St. Francis of Assisi and St. 
Joseph’s parishes in Fulton County and hopes to 
establish a council in Ghana. 


